
Many Rotary connec-

tions were explored 

and it was exciting to 

see the commitments 

grow—from a commit-

ment of one club in 

South Africa, to an 

extra one (MASH) in 

Australia to eventually 

include several clubs, 

three Rotary Districts, 

three countries, a 

Charitable Trust and 

The Rotary Founda-

tion.   

The  very hard work of 

the members of the 

Rotary Club of Gra-

hamstown Sunset have 

made this project 

come to fruition 

through ordering the 

books in the respec-

tive African languages, 

labelling over 7,400 

books—the great fun 

and social times were 

obvious!   

Our thanks go to all 

involved—as this pro-

ject improves literacy 

and health education. 

In 2006/2007, the Ro-

tary Club of Mont Albert 

& Surrey Hills (MASH)  

embraced the idea put 

forward for the club to 

apply for a Matching 

Grant to distribute a 

large number of books 

titled “Brenda has a 

Dragon in her Blood” to 

children in schools 

within the community 

of Grahamstown, South 

Africa.   

This project was a re-

sult of a chance meet-

ing at the RI World Con-

vention in 2006 in Co-

penhagen and grew , a 

little like topsy over the 

following months. 

With the President of 

the Rotary Club of Mont 

Albert & Surrey Hills 

having strong connec-

tions with South Africa, 

it was a very natural fit 

for the club to work 

towards this project 

and President Ern Her-

meler has been a tire-

less supporter with the 

grant. 

Links were established 

with Debbie Smuts of 

Grahamstown Sunset 

and copies of the book 

were sent to M.A.S.H., 

so we could share with 

clubs in District 9810.   

The story titled “Brenda 

Has a Dragon In Her 

Blood” is how Brenda 

who has Aids feels with 

her illness.  When she is 

unwell, the dragon is 

depicted as being large 

and foreboding; when 

she is well—the dragon 

is hiding quietly.   

The story is one of un-

derstanding and aware-

ness and has received 

excellent reviews in 

South Africa.   

The Rotary Club of Gra-

hamstown Sunset em-

braced our clubs offer 

to expand the project 

and for us to use our 

local Australian and 

international contacts 

to partner in a Matching 

Grant application.   
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Special points 

of interest: 

• A Project focussed 

on HIV / AIDS Educa-

tion & Literacy. 

• Over $US32,000 

raised by working 

together in Rotary! 

• 7,400 books distrib-

uted—what a       

working bee the  

labelling was! 

• Printed in three   

languages—Xhosa, 

English & Afrikaans. 

 



The “Brenda Books” story 

is one so often heard in 

Rotary—it all starts with 

a personal connection. 

Jenny Coburn was sitting 

in on a Literacy Work-

shop at the Rotary Inter-

national World Conven-

tion in Copenhagen when 

she heard Debbie Smuts 

speak on a small literacy 

project her club was un-

dertaking.   

It immediately sounded 

like just the type of pro-

ject that Jenny’s club 

could take part in—and it 

all grew from there.   

Jenny handed Debbie her 

business card with a 

message to contact her 

after the Convention re 

Brenda Books as her Ro-

tary Club might be able 

to assist with some funds 

as it sounded like a 

pretty neat project.   

A couple of weeks after-

wards, Debbie sent 

through an email—and 

that is how it all began! 

The amazing coincidence 

in it all is that Debbie’s 

husband Izak had led a 

Group Study Exchange 

Team (GSE) to District 

9810 several years earlier 

when Jenny was a mem-

ber of the GSE District 

Committee and knew 

Izak.   

It is a small world indeed 

in Rotary! 

Rotary Club of Mont Albert &  Surrey Hills, D9810  $US  5,750.00 

Rotary Club of Grahamstown Sunset, South AfricaD9320 $US  4,475.00 

  (Includes $US212 received from RC Vancouver Quadra, Canada) 

Rotary Club of Box Hill Central, D9810   $US     750.00 

Rotary Club of Doncaster, D9810    $US     750.00 

Rotary Club of Healesville, D9810    $US     750.00 

Rotary Club of Moorleigh Moorabbin, D9810   $US     750.00 

Rotary Club of Waverley, D9810    $US     750.00 

District 9810 District Designated Funds   $US  3,000.00 

District 9710 District Designated Funds   $US  2,000.00 

District 9320 District Designated Funds   $US  1,000.00 

The Rotary Foundation Matching Grant   $US12,650.00 

     Total Funds      $US32,625.00 

How Did It All Begin... 

Who Participated? 

their own copy of the 
“Brenda Book” which they 
can read to their families in 
order to educate people on 
living with HIV/AIDS.  The 
“Brenda Book” is a true 
story about a young girl – 
Brenda - who has HIV 
which is pictorially and ver-
bally represented as a 
dragon in her blood.  The 
book is particularly suited to 
children of South Africa and 
has been approved by edu-
cational institutions as par-
ticularly suitable in educat-
ing children both in terms of 
Literacy and Health Educa-

tion, specifically HIV and 
AIDS.   The book is avail-
able in eleven African lan-
guages. 

The books originally cost 
$US4.44 or 30 Rand per 
book based on purchasing 
smaller quantities.  This has 
been reduced to $US2.95 
per book or 20 Rand per 
book.  The aim is to pur-
chase and distribute 11,000 
books which cost $2.95 per 
book and have labels in all 
books.  The local club 
raised $US4,400 towards 
the project. 

The Original Project Profile 

Millions of children suffer 
from HIV / AIDS in South 
Africa and are living in HIV 
affected families and com-
munities throughout the 
country. The extent of the 
crisis is such that the con-
cept of “child-headed 
households”, where no 
adults have survived, is 
becoming common. The 
Rotary Club of Grahams-
town Sunset has initiated a 
project to provide all Year 1 
Primary School children in 
Grahamstown, Eastern 
Cape Province, and the 
surrounding rural areas with 
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“The extent of 

the crisis is 

such that the 

concept of 

“child headed 

households” 

where no adults 

have survived 

is becoming 

common.” 

Beautiful Copenhagen, home 
of the 2006 International 
Convention where the story 
began. 

Top to Bottom:   
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Typical housing in 
Surrey Hills, 
Victoria 

 

 

 

Canberra   
(D9710)  

 

 

 

Inner City     
Vancouver      
Canada 



Books were printed in three languages—Xhosa, English and Afrikaans.  The multi lingual 

nature of schools is most obvious and the size of the schools and the distribution is       

remarkable.   

The Outcomes—What Was Actually Accomplished? 
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School Total Books Xhosa English Afrikaans 

St Mary’s 600 - 400 200 

Samuel Ntlebi 529 329 200 - 

Bathurst Primary 55 50 5 - 

Tantyi Lower 350 200 150 - 

N V Cewu 250 100 150 - 

Makana Primary 196 95 101 - 

Fitizolo 423 307 116 - 

DD Siwisa 380 120 260 - 

Andrew Moyake 287 187 100 - 

Archie Mbolekwa 657 328 329 - 

Samuel Ntsiko 470 120 350 - 

Grahamstown Primary 262 - 10 252 

CM Vellum 976  577 399 - 

Fort Brown School 79 77 1 1 

Kwandwe PreSchool 30 26 2 2 

Kuyasa Special School 149 92 5 52 

Amasango School (For Street Children) 129 - 129 - 

Siyazama Preschool 107 107 - - 

George Dickerson 546 239 4 303 

Sidbury Primary & Preschool (Rural) 21 9 12 - 

Ntaba Maria 457 - 457 - 

Centre for Social Development (*1) 120 90 20 10 

Reading Camp (*2) 100 - 100 - 

Glenmore Self Help Groups (*3) 310 310 - - 

HIV & AIDS Fieldworkers from Grahams-

town Community 
6 6 - - 

Water Damaged from leaking roof in stor-

age—given to Kuyasa Special School staff 
51 51 - - 

   Total Distributed 7540 3420 3300 820 

Books purchased with Matching Grant 7420 3420 3300 700 

Donated by Publisher for this project 120 - - 120 

Note 1:  Centre for Social Development:  Student preschool teachers studying diploma 

in early childhood development. 

Note 2:  Reading Camp:  Annual Camp for children from disadvantaged background—to 

teach love of reading and English Reading skills. 

Note 3:  Glenmore Self Help Groups:  Unemployed groups of parents working in a rural 

area. 

Above—Students enjoying their 
personal copy of the Brenda Book 

in local schools 

Below:  PP Izak Smuts with other 
members of the Rotary Club of 
Grahamstown Sunset at book 

presentations. 



inevitable price rises.  

The result is that 7,400 

booklets were purchased, 

delivered to the Rotary Club 

of Grahamstown Sunset and 

labelled at a final cost of 

$US4.40 each.    

The project was able to  

commence in 2008.  The      

beneficiaries of the grant are 

local school children from 

disadvantaged communities 

where both HIV / AIDS and 

access to suitable reading 

matter are major problems.   

The number of people who 

have benefited from this 

project is uncertain,       

however one can be very 

sure that at least 7,400 chil-

dren now enjoy the        

The scope of the project 

changed along the way—

with the initial funding of 

$US32,625, it was hoped to 

purchase in excess of 

12,000 booklets at $US2.70 

each.  However, the        

calculations had not taken 

into account the cost of 

delivery and labelling, nor 

had it allowed for the     

opportunity to own their 

own copy and can practice 

reading     whenever they 

want!   

It is hoped that by placing 

the booklet in as many   

disadvantaged homes in the 

community as possible that 

significant progress will be 

made in dispelling the    

misconceptions and stigmas 

attached to HIV/AIDS.  

In addition, it is hoped that 

the presence of the booklet 

in thousands of homes will 

encourage families to read, 

thereby enhancing literacy. 

Congratulations and thank 

you to all involved in this 

most worthwhile Matching 

Grant.   

The Final Summary  

P O Box 47 

Surrey Hills  Victoria  3127 

Australia  

Web:  www.mashrotary.org.au 

E-mail: bph@bigpond.net.au 

Tel:  +61 3 9836 7024 (Business) 

 

The Rotary Club of Mont Albert & 

Surrey Hills has embraced this 

project and enjoyed partnering 

with the Rotary Club of Grahams-

town Sunset. 

A special thank you to Colleen 

Larkin, Don Hendry and Debbie 

Smuts of Grahamstown Sunset for 

their amazing work in bringing 

this project together.   

At the M.A.S.H. end, the key   

contributors have been Jennifer 

Coburn, Roger Coburn and Ern 

Hermeler.  A special thank you to 

our supportive benefactor who 

also assisted this project        

significantly.   

Matching Grant 63283 has been a 

joy for all concerned.Thank you 

for your support of this amazing 

project focusing on health,     

education & literacy. 

Rotary Club of Mont Albert & Surrey 

Hills   -  District 9810 

Our Vision is to be at the Heart of our Community’s Well Being 

Organization 

The Grahamstown Landscape in South Africa 


